
 

 

Research Proposal Outline 
 

1. Research title 
In no more than 15-30 words, provide a descriptive title for the proposal. 
 
2. Synopsis of research proposal 
In no more than 50-100 words, write a short synopsis of the overall research project.  
 
3. Research objectives 
In no more than 50-100 words, describe the objective(s) of the research and the key question(s) the 
research will explore. Make sure questions are clear, unambiguous, and focused. 
 
4. Justification for the proposed research  
In no more than 100-150 words explain how the research proposal: 

• addresses a knowledge gap in the field of study  
• is significant and relevant for your country.  

Outline discussions with a potential university supervisor and any other key stakeholders about the 
proposed research ideas.  
  
5. Relevance to priority sectors 
In no more than 50-100 words, outline the importance of the research to one of the priority 
sectors for study commencing in 2021 are: Economic Development; Education; Gender 
Equality, Disability and Social Inclusion; Governance; Health; and Water Resource 
Management  
 
 
6. Preliminary Literature review 
In no more than 100-200 words, outline research undertaken in the field of study and assess 
knowledge gap and its significance to development of your country. Attach references as an 
appendix. 
 
7. Theoretical framework  
In no more than 100-150 words, describe the model that you are using in the thesis to demonstrate 
your point. 
 
 
8. Contribution of the research  
In no more than 50-100 words, explain how your research will make a change to an area of study. 
Discuss the importance of research outcomes. 
 
9. Research methodology 
In no more than 100-200 words, review any relevant research literature and describe the research 
methods to be used (such as theoretical basis, tools and techniques of analysis and the stages of the 
research). Innovative and cost-effective approaches will be favourably considered.  
 
10. Research timetable 
In no more than 100-150 words, explain any fieldwork required and an indicative timeline to complete 
it.  
 


